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Добро пожаловать! 

Welcome to the Graduate Methods Training Workshop!

This year, we are delighted to be hosting 13 PhD students and several faculty 
members from across the Social Sciences and history and from a number of 
universities across the United States—a logistical and financial challenge that 
simply would not have been possible without the generous support of the 
Carnegie Corporation of New York. 

The Carnegie Corporation of New York funded the creation of the Russian 
Studies Workshop at the Russian East European Institute in 2016 with a 
mandate to promote the study of Russia in the social sciences by supporting 
graduate research and encouraging research collaboration. To meet these 
goals, over the last few years RSW has been hosting discussion panels; inviting 
diverse scholars from across the U.S., Europe, and Russia to IU to present their 
research and meet our students and faculty; providing logistical and financial 
support to Russia-focused conferences on campus and at IU’s Europe Gateway 
in Berlin; and supporting post-doctoral scholars and graduate students on our 
campus. But it’s the Graduate Methods Training Workshop: Focus on Russia 
that really captures the essence of RSW’s mandate: By helping break down the 
particular challenges of doing academic research in Russia, we hope to help 
make students’ time in the field more efficient and effective; by fostering a 
community of emerging social science and history scholars who study Russia, 
we hope to encourage an exchange of ideas and research with specialists as well 
as peers—the next generation of scholars to advance Russian studies.  

Thank you for joining us in this endeavor!

Workshop organizers,

Sarah D. Phillips, Anthropology, Indiana University
Tatiana Saburova, History, Indiana University
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A few notes about meeting on Zoom

In general, please keep your video on, it helps create community! 

During the presentation portion of the sessions, please keep yourself muted 
because it helps with the sound quality.

You can ask questions throughout the sessions by putting them in the chat 
function to the side. Your presenter may choose to take questions during their 
talk or afterwards.  We’ve asked them to let you know which they prefer. 

Feel free to have something to eat or drink during the sessions. We want you to 
feel comfortable!

Please use this program as your starting point for each session, and note the 
different Zoom address that is listed there. 
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Thursday, October 1st

7:00pm-8:00pm Meet and Greet (optional)
Informal introductions and getting to know each other. Bring your 
favorite drink and snacks, share stories, and let us know what got you 
interested in  Russia. We’ll even have a quiz to test you on obscure 
Russian cultural references! Panelists & presenters are all invited. 

Friday, October 2nd

8:45am-9:00am 

9:00am-9:15am

9:15am-10:30am

We’ll be live! Please join us early - grab your чай or кофе, get settled in, 
and we can chat a bit before we get started.

Welcome & opening remarks from workshop organizers
Professors Sarah Phillips and Tatiana Saburova, Co-directors of the 
Russian Studies Workshop, Indiana University

Session 1: Libraries, Databases, and Online Searching
Joe Lenkart and  Kit Condill, U of Illinois-Urbana Champaign (UIUC) 
Slavic Resource Center

10:30am-11:00am Break 

Schedule
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11:00am-12:30pm Session 2: Applied Techniques

Group 1: Digital Humanities Research Methods
Prof. Frank Fischer, HSE, Moscow and Prof. Boris Orekhov, HSE, 
Moscow
Berduc, Craver, Gershengorin, Kabdylkhak, Kaminsky, Monet-Brandly, 
Rodger, Zohn

Group 2: Inside the Ethnographer’s Studio
Prof. Michele Rivkin-Fish, U of North Carolina-Chapel Hill and Prof. 
Lauren McCarthy, U Massachusetts-Amherst
Gergely, Huang, Kurlenkova, Noi, Seay 

12:30pm-1:30pm Lunch break

1:30pm-2:30pm Session 3: “Lightning Round”
In this session, each student participant has 3 minutes to summarize 
their proposed project, followed by collective feedback.  We’ll start as 
a large group, go into breakout rooms, then come back together for the 
last five minutes. 

Prof. Marianne Kamp, IU: Craver, Kabdylkhak, Seay
Prof. Michael de Groot, IU: Gergely, Huang, Zohn
Prof. Kate Graber, IU: Gershengorin, Kurlenkova, Noi
Profs. Ben Eklof & Tatiana Saburova, IU: Berduc, Kaminsky, Monet-
Brandly, Rodger

Schedule
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Saturday, October 3rd

8:45am-9:00am 

9:00am-10:00am

We’ll be live! Please join us early—grab your чай or кофе, get settled in, 
and we can chat a bit before we get started. 

Session 4: Working in the Russian Archives
Professor Tatiana Saburova, Indiana U

10:00am-10:30am Break

10:30am-11:45am Session 5: Conceptualizing your approach. Crossing Borders: 
Transnational and Comparative Approach
Prof. Kate Brown, Massachusetts Institute of Technology,  and Prof. 
Willard Sunderland, U of Cincinnati

11:45am-12:15pm Lunch break

Schedule
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12:15pm-1:30pm Session 6: Conceptualizing your approach. “From the First Person”: 
Identity, Subjectivity and Ego-documents.
Prof. Jochen Hellbeck, Rutgers U, and Prof. Alexis Peri, Boston U
Students will be randomly divided into two breakout rooms. 

1:30pm-2:00pm Break

2:00pm-3:00pm Wrap-up: Discussion with RSW Postdoctoral Fellows on the 
challenges of doing research in Russia, followed up by feedback & 
conversation. Survey to follow workshop. 
Professors Sarah Phillips and Tatiana Saburova, Indiana U

Schedule



8

Session 1: Libraries, Databases, and Online Searching
In an environment of limited resources for conducting research in-country, we must make the most 
of opportunities to access documents and data “from home.” This panel explores how to use libraries 
and archives from abroad, looking at:
• The location of archival resources (domestic vs. overseas, e.g.)
• Finding aids (Putevoditeli, inventories, catalogs, etc.)
• Russian studies doctoral research strategies and support via SRS and Summer Research Laboratory 
(archival research, etc.)
• Types of Online Resources for Russian Studies (emphasis on digital resources from the region)
• What can be done using existing library catalogs and subscription databases while conducting 
research “from home” (i.e., in the U.S.). 

Session 2: Applied Techniques. Digital Humanities Research Methods
We will briefly introduce the DH landscape in Russia, sharing important and inspiring resources to 
help you in your own work. We’ll explore three different digital methods—mapping, text mining and 
network analysis—that can be applied in a variety of disciplinary contexts. 

Session 2: Applied Techniques. Inside the Ethnographer’s Studio
Personal interviews, pre-, during and post-COVID: Conducting interviews in Russia / with 
respondents in Russia has been tricky for a while now, even before COVID-19 interrupted travel and 
research plans. Interviewing on sensitive topics is especially challenging. This panel will explore 
the possibilities, and problems, for conducting interviews in and about Russia using a variety of 
approaches, including virtual platforms. We’ll cover questions of research permissions, IRB, and 
ethics, too.

Session 3: “Lightning Round” 
This session focuses on how you present your research, especially to a lay audience. Like an elevator 
pitch, this practice trains you to summarize your research project and distill it down to the key points 
and its significance. This session was a favorite among students in our last workshop!  We’ll start in 
the main room and go into breakout rooms, and meet back up for the last five minutes for a wrap-up.

Session descriptions
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Session 4: Working in the Russian Archives
How to access archives and libraries in Russia:
• Formalities: What documents and permissions do you need?
• Pre-ordering files: How does it work?
• Technologies: What can you use in the libraries and archives?
• Secrets of the search: How to find what you are looking for? Collections, inventories, items 
(practical training)
• More about databases and e-projects 

Session 5: Conceptualizing your approach. Crossing Borders: Transnational and Comparative 
Approach
We will discuss the challenges of doing comparative research and what makes the comparative 
approach effective (when, where, and why you need to compare). We discuss the overlap but also 
differences between comparative and transnational history and why the latter is in vogue today now 
and what makes your research project truly “transnational.”

Session 6: Conceptualizing your approach. “From the First Person”: Identity, Subjectivity and Ego-
documents 
Why has the question of identity and subjectivity become so important for our understanding of 
the past—and what is “presentist” about this “turn.” What approaches are best for working with 
ego-documents (correspondence, memoirs, diaries); how do we identify and interrogate different 
“modes” of writing and telling, conventions and traditions in life writing.

Session descriptions
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This workshop could not have happened without the generous 
support of the following: 

The Carnegie Corporation of New York

The Hamilton Lugar School of Global and International Studies (HLS)

The Office of the Vice Provost for Research (OVPR)

Спасибо!


